
Committed 

There was most likely nothing truly remarkable about the start of the New Year. My Great Great 

Grandmother, Matilda (Tilly) Maria Crampton (nee Hurst) was pregnant at the time and though she 

may have been glad to edge ever closer to the day she would give birth, it’s likely that she had no idea 

just what the year of 1894 had in store for her. On the 2 January she headed into Bunbury with Tom 

(this could either be her brother, Thomas Hurst or her husband, Thomas Crampton) and the next day 

it was recorded that she went back home with Nellie (her niece) and the children (her daughter, Daisy 

Hilda and son, Thomas Lisle).1 Six days later, on 9 January, she gave birth to her third child; a daughter 

and her namesake, Matilda (Kitty) Maria Crampton.2 

The events after this date are relatively unknown. Unusually, there was no mention of Kitty’s birth (as 

was the case for her siblings and cousins) in the Hurst Day Book and the next brief mention of Tilly was 

on 6 February when it was recorded “Tom & Nellie come from Tillie’s”. 3 

After this date Tilly’s continued absence from her parents’ house (when previously she had been a 

regular) is obvious. It’s possible that at some point throughout this time Tom, Tilly and their children 

left their home in the Brunswick and moved to a new home west of Collie (today it would’ve been 

located about three kilometres west of the town Allanson). The area itself was extremely isolated. 

They had no close neighbours and were surrounded by the forest.4 This fact along with Tilly having to 

care for a newborn may be the reason why her visits to her parents had ceased. It wasn’t until eight 

months later however that it became apparent that something was amiss at the Crampton family 

home. 

On the morning of Sunday, 16 September 1894, Tom and Tilly’s three year old son Thomas left his 

home and (it was assumed) wandered off into the bush. When Tom and Tilly eventually realised he’d 

disappeared they immediately conducted a search for him but had no success.5 Their only son had 

vanished. 

The news of the tragedy travelled extremely quickly. By the next day, word of Thomas’s disappearance 

had reached Bunbury. Sub Inspector Clifton of the Bunbury Police Station soon heard the news and 

he set off immediately to help with the search. He was later joined by Sergeant Houlahan, Constable 

Buck6, a large group of settlers as well as an Aboriginal tracker. The group searched for four days in a 

circle for miles around the Crampton’s home but despite many of the men being experienced 

bushmen, no trace of Thomas could be found.7 Archie Fowler (a member of the search party) and most 

likely a friend of both the Crampton and Hurst families recounted the story in the Collie Mail Christmas 

Number over forty years later as part of a section about the history of Collie. 
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We were on horseback and for a week scoured the bush for the child. John Gibbs, Harry Gibbs’ 

father, who knew the bush better than anyone else, was the leader of the party. It was 

September and the bush was not dry, but we couldn’t pick up a single track made by the boy. 

From daylight to dusk we kept up the search, combing the bush for miles around, but it was no 

use. At last we had to give up convinced that the child was dead.8 

The sudden and inexplicable disappearance of Thomas became the talk of the town and it wasn’t long 

before other matters soon came to light. 

One week later on 26 September it was reported in the Bunbury Herald that the search had been 

abandoned as there was little hope that Thomas would be found alive. Tom on the other hand 

stubbornly continued searching for his son while it was noted that Tilly had been “mentally affected 

for some time” and was now residing with her parents.9 

About a month later, on 20 October, the Bunbury Herald once again picked up the story of the missing 

child. Tom had been in Bunbury the week before and was still choosing to remain hopeful. He must’ve 

been reasonably convincing. He invited the settlers to conduct another search and the police 

confirmed that they too would also be looking for traces of Thomas.10 

It was all to no avail. By the 3 November the Bunbury Herald grimly stated: 

The second search for traces of Mr. T. Crampton’s 3-year old lost child has left matters in 

connection with his extraordinary disappearance as dark as ever.11 

While Tom seems to have searched tirelessly for any sign of his son, how Tilly was faring however is a 

bit of a mystery. It’s assumed that during this time she still remained with her parents. It’s likely 

however that eventually Tom would’ve had to accept that he wasn’t going to find his son and soon 

turned his attention to his wife. On 19 November 1894 Tilly was brought to Bunbury to see Dr Thomas 

Henry Lovegrove. The next day Dr Lovegrove wrote a medical certificate which stated the facts 

pertaining to her condition. It is at this point that we realise just how unwell Tilly was. 

I the undersigned Thomas Henry Lovegrove of Bunbury Western Australia a Medical Practitioner 

of the said Colony and now in actual practice hereby Certify that I on the 19th day of November 

at Bunbury in the said Colony separately from any other Medical Practitioner personally 

examined Matilda M Crampton of Collie and that the said Matilda M Crampton is a Lunatic and 

a proper person to be taken charge of and detained under care and treatment and that I have 

formed this opinion on the following grounds 

Facts indicating insanity observed by myself – 

General demeanour – would not reply to many questions I put to her but turned away & laughed 

– said she very likely did expose herself in her shift at the Brunswick & went about naked before 

men as she sometimes did strange things. 
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Other facts indicating insanity communicated to me by others – that she exposed herself in the 

daytime at the Brunswick before several men & went on in a very bad way. 

Dated this 20th day of November 189412 

During these times, going about dressed only in a shift was akin to walking around nude today. Given 

the small population, it most likely would’ve been common knowledge amongst many of the settlers 

of the South-West that Tilly was not quite right. Perhaps out of respect for her parents and her 

husband, details of Tilly’s behavior remained out of the press. Nevertheless, it would’ve been 

considered an embarrassment. 

Tom also completed his own statement. Tilly was 28 years of age and, he wrote, the attacks had been 

coming on over the last twelve months.13 Though we can never know for sure it seems very likely that 

Thomas may have wandered off during a time when Tilly had little mental focus. If she was aware of 

what had happened it’s also probable that his disappearance may have further exacerbated her illness. 

Unable to care for her and perhaps embarrassed by his wife’s actions, Tom paid to have her privately 

admitted to Fremantle Asylum.14 

Her journey to Fremantle would’ve most likely been by train and on 25 November 1894 she was 

formally admitted to the Asylum suffering from mania. Although the original admittance documents 

show that Tom listed the supposed cause as “don’t know”15 the Fremantle Asylum’s Register for 

Patients and Admissions book however lists the cause as heredity.16 This was further backed up by the 

Fremantle Asylum Case Book which states “her sister Miss Hurst was an inmate 12 months ago”.17 

This last statement turned out to be correct. Matilda’s sister, Mary Isabel Hurst (known to everyone 

as Bella) was indeed committed to Fremantle Asylum on 14 August 1893 suffering from religious 

mania.18 She was only 20 years of age. An article printed in the Bunbury Herald provides further 

clarification. 

A young woman named Bella Hurst, daughter of Mr. Hurst, settler near the Collie bridge, has 

been sent by train to the Lunatic Asylum at Fremantle. The poor girl who was brought up in the 

country, came to Bunbury about the time the staff and band of the Salvation Army from Perth 

visited Bunbury, some four or five weeks ago. The poor young girl, who witnessed such an 

impressive scene for the first time, was so taken up with the proceedings that she at once joined 

them, and became such an ardent supporter that the strain on her mind, which is evidently a 

weak one, was too much, and she developed religious mania. Her people found it necessary to 
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send her to the asylum, but every hope is entertained that her mental disease is only 

temporary.19 

What would be described as an illness in those days probably wouldn’t cause people to bat an eyelid 

today. Bella’s “illness” however seemed only to be brought on by the excitement associated with the 

Salvation Army which (for a girl who was brought up in a relatively remote area) is completely 

understandable. Three months later she had fully recovered and was released on 21 November 1893 

under the care of her father.20 

Tilly was not as lucky as her sister. Her records provide evidence of a very unhappy mind and there is 

no doubt that the world in which she now lived squashed any possible chance of her getting better. 

When the institution is approached from the town, the sombre stonewall surrounding it, the 

worn steps leading to the heavy iron-grated door, the miserable poky porch and dilapidated bell-

rope impress the visitor at once that he is at the exit from the world, and at the entrance to 

Tartarus, where lost souls dwell in utter and hopeless darkness.21 

Despite initially being recorded as “quiet” five days after she was admitted, her manner soon changed 

and on 8 December she was very violent and struck Miss Shepherd on the head.22 Who Miss Shepherd 

was is currently unknown. Perhaps she was a nurse or, it’s likely she was another patient. 

To break up the monotony, concerts were regularly put on by volunteers to entertain the patients and 

on 11 December one such concert was given by Miss Clare Robinson and twenty of her pupils. Several 

songs were sung and were greatly appreciated by over 100 people who were in attendance.23 Whether 

Tilly was a part of the audience remains to be seen. Given her violent behaviour three days earlier it 

wouldn’t surprise me if she wasn’t. 

A new month and a new year made no difference to her state of mind. Tilly’s violence towards Miss 

Shepherd continued and on 4 January 1895 she again attacked her but this time, she kicked her.24 

Perhaps hoping for some good news or a sign that she was getting better, Tom visited his wife on 2 

March. At this point it would’ve been nearly four months since they last saw each other. It was noted 

that she recognised him but the records state that she was “stupid and quite unfit for discharge”.25 

‘Stupid’ in the context of the Asylum essentially meant that Tilly was likely to have been unresponsive 

and was considered to be foolish and slow-witted.26 It’s not hard to imagine what Tom may have been 

feeling as he visited his wife in one of the worst places imaginable. His interactions with her (or lack 
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thereof) may have obliterated any hope that he had entertained of her getting well; for this visit was 

to be both his first, and his last. 

Not long later Tilly’s sister also paid her a visit on 11 March 1895 but no further information as to 

which sister was provided (she had six). By 15 July she may have been showing some improvement as 

it was stated she “writes a more sensible letter” but at the same time, she was still described as stupid 

in manners.27 

Tilly was essentially admitted and resided in the Fremantle Asylum during a time when it was 

drastically overcrowded due to the influx of people arriving in Western Australia for the gold rush. The 

conditions would’ve been horrendous. Pressure was continually placed on the Government to relieve 

the suffering of the poor patients and during Sir John Forrest’s Budget speech in August of 1895 it was 

noted that £30,000 would be placed aside for the construction of a new facility. 

The fact that £30,000 is to be set aside for the erection of a new Lunatic Asylum will be noted 

with pleasure, for the arrangements for the care and treatment of our insane have long been a 

slur on the humanity of the colonists.28 

It would be many years however before a new Asylum was completed. 

Throughout the rest of 1895 and the first half of 1896 the records alternated between descriptions 

such as silly or no change. Her eyes were recorded as being weak on 11 March 1896 and on 18 July it 

was noted that she “wrote to her sister Mrs C McGrane London Terrace Bunbury”.29 Matilda had no 

sister who married a McGrane but upon further investigation it appears that her niece Nellie had some 

sort of relationship with a man named Charles McGrane. 

Charles McGrane was charged at to-day’s Police Court with having brutally assaulted Nellie 

Clifton Hurst, by striking her with his fist. Prosecutrix attributed the action of the accused to the 

fact that she had refused to marry him.30 

Nellie never did marry Charles McGrane and whether she went around styling herself as ‘Mrs 

McGrane’ may never be known. If this was indeed Nellie, the other mystery is why Tilly referred to her 

as her sister. Sadly, we also have to consider the possibility that Mrs McGrane simply did not exist. 

On 23 September 1896 it was recorded that Tom had written about her. Without any more detailed 

information it’s impossible to guess what exactly he was writing about but the most logical thought is 

that perhaps he was simply writing to the Asylum asking for an update regarding her condition. Overall 

however, there was no improvement. 31 

The final entry on 23 October 1896 simply says “as before”.32 After nearly two years of being in the 

Fremantle Asylum Tilly had still not shown any sign of improvement. Unfortunately, the next book 
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containing her records is unavailable and may have in fact been destroyed. Four years are missing 

from her life. It can be assumed however that she continued to live in terrible conditions. 

Such conditions were highlighted in July 1898 when an inquiry was initiated by the Government to 

investigate claims that the patients within Fremantle Asylum were being cruelly treated by several of 

the nurses as well as the Matron. Allegations included: that a patient was taken out of bed and plunged 

into cold water, that a patient was hit with a gas-stick, that patients were hit with twigs and, that they 

were often pricked with pins.33 

Dr Lovegrove (the very same Doctor who first examined Tilly) was now the Principal Medical Officer 

and he was required to gather evidence from the nurses as well as the Matron. He found that both 

Nurse McCormick and Nurse McCartney had indeed hit the patients but that it wasn’t considered 

overly serious. The cold baths were stated to have actually been tepid and were deemed to be 

necessary in order to clean a patient who was filthy in her habits. The charge relating to the pins was 

also found to be true and was carried out by the Matron in order to keep patients awake. The Matron 

herself felt that such actions on her behalf were not cruel.34 

Matilda’s name was not mentioned within the documents concerning the inquiry so there’s no way of 

knowing whether she was subject to similar such treatment. Despite this her records later stated that 

she was filthy in her habits – could she have been forced into a bath in order to be cleaned? She was 

also, at times, a noisy, violent patient – could the nurses have hit her in order to make her be quiet or 

comply with orders? I’d like to hope not but then, just because her name’s not mentioned in this 

particular report doesn’t mean that she wasn’t subjected to similar sorts of treatment. 

The final written summary of the investigation by Dr Lovegrove reads as if he is far from concerned 

for the welfare of the patients within. In several instances he seems to blame the patients themselves; 

deeming violent actions necessary in order to control them. Jealousy amongst the nurses is also 

touched upon which vaguely hints that perhaps the accusations were exaggerated or made up in order 

to bring another nurse down. In a very matter-of-fact tone throughout the report he states the findings 

while (towards the end) with a disappointed, almost annoyed tone he laments the fact that he had no 

other choice (based on precedent) but to dismiss both Nurses McCormick and McCartney.35 

Despite the dismissal he was full of praise for Nurse McCormick; declaring that she be placed in 

another hospital until twelve months had passed. Then, if there was a vacancy, she was to be given 

another placement in Fremantle Asylum as she was considered well qualified for her duties. Five 

months later it was reported that she was already back at Fremantle. This time however she was 

working as the cook and those who had concerns were reassured that she had absolutely nothing to 

do with the patients.36 

The tame nature of the inquiry may have been disappointing to many who were championing change 

but it was nevertheless an early starting point. Those fully aware of the conditions within never lost 

sight of what they were fighting for and, unfortunately, it took a dramatic event and resounding public 

outcry before a full-blown inquiry was conducted; finally casting a stain over the Government and 

their lack of action. 
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Tilly’s time in the Fremantle Asylum would’ve been shared with many different women over the years. 

Some arrived and were eventually released (like in Bella’s case). Some arrived and remained there. 

Some, sadly, arrived and for whatever reason, had their lives drastically cut short. One such woman 

(and the victim of the aforementioned dramatic event) was Catherine Clifford. 

Mrs Clifford was locked up in the Fremantle Asylum in September 1900 after contracting a mild form 

of mental illness from having been lost in the bush. Unfortunately, she did not get better. Her husband 

visited her on 26 September and found that she was suffering from injuries from an assault by a more 

violent patient. Concerned, he left her but held no fear for her future wellbeing. Two days later (and 

much to his surprise) he received a telegram advising that she had died.37 

Mr Clifford, believing something to be greatly wrong, immediately went to Mr Frederick Vosper (an 

MP at the time) and told him his story. On Thursday, 4 October 1900 Mr Vosper put this story forward 

during Western Australian Parliamentary Proceedings and requested that a select committee be 

formed to inquire into the state of the Asylums.38 

The Committee was formed and an inquiry was conducted. Despite the tragedy of Mrs Clifford’s death; 

it had not been in vain. The report brought to light all that was wrong within the institution. 

The Fremantle Asylum, in all its glory, began to appear regularly in the newspapers as descriptions, 

articles, comments or observations were made in regards to the horrific conditions found within. Brief 

details of the inquiry were also published in the paper and it was generally found that the Government 

was the most to blame as they had been continuously made aware of the problems but had done 

nothing to rectify them. 

The report, amongst other things, referred to the filthy state of the sleeping apartments. The 

walls and floors of these were infested with the most disgusting vermin. The fireplaces were 

used as receptacles for dirt and rubbish – old rags, bits of rusty iron, a brush and comb, and 

other matters that are usually carried away at night to be buried or burnt. The fireplaces in the 

sleeping rooms were used also as larders wherein to store food, old bagging being hung down 

in front.39 

The building itself was also considered highly unsuitable for the housing of mentally insane patients 

and demolition was strongly recommended. 

Written in a three part series ran by the West Australian Sunday Times, a reporter visited the 

Fremantle Asylum and wrote an expose on what he saw. On 5 May 1901 his description of the female 

quarters (where Tilly had resided for nearly seven years) was published. 

The quarters were referred to by those within as the “new” quarters simply because they were the 

newest part of the Asylum; having been completed in the early 1890s. Despite this he stated he 

entered a main corridor in semi darkness and was not shown to a proper office or visiting room as 

they did not have such basic comforts. The male and female sections were divided by a “forbidding 
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prison door” but once inside he was surprised to find that the women’s quarters were far better than 

the men’s and that they were “more cheerfully surrounded”.40 

Quite a few of the women themselves were rather pleasant and genial in nature and the author found 

himself second guessing the fact that they were considered mad stating “I should never have suspected 

their affliction had it not been for their asylum clothes…”. Completely opposite to these women 

however were the ones who elicited obvious signs of mental illness. He told of a woman who was 

forever wandering around the grounds with her wrists restrained by cuffs; the sole purpose of which 

was to prevent her from destroying her clothing.  He described how another woman (also wearing 

cuffs) flew into a frenzy as the visitors walked past and had to be held back by nurses. Although he 

may not have been a witness to the event, he also recounted a story about a woman who, earlier that 

afternoon, had attempted to jump head first through a window.41 

Now aged 34, it is unknown whether Tilly was more like the genial women or whether she was one 

who had to be cuffed and restrained. The records stated earlier illustrate that she may very well have 

fallen into either category depending on what sort of day she was having. 

The dormitories, dining rooms and other rooms were stated to be airy and bright (needing only a fresh 

coat of plaster and paint) and the exercise grounds were far better than the men’s grounds. The 

shelter and seating was in better condition and there were many trees, shaded spots and walking 

paths which helped render the environment more enjoyable to those confined within. The reporter 

felt that such pleasantries contributed to the women’s overall calmer demeanor.42 

The women who were capable of working were given light work in order to occupy their minds and 

alleviate boredom. Most were located within the laundry and it was in this room that all praise ceased. 

It was combined with the bathroom but the facilities were noted as extremely outdated. Such facilities 

consisted of four fixed galvanised iron baths which also doubled as ironing boards as well as a copper 

which sat in a corner and provided all the water for both bathing and washing. Nine tubs were counted 

as well as a bath heater which was broken and in need of repair. Under the wooden floorboards the 

soapsuds from all the washing had hardened and were stinking. A leaking bath probably didn’t help 

the matter.43 

As the day wound to a close for the visitor, he paints a final unhappy picture of the moment when he 

and two other men were approached by three (in his words) maniacs. Unlike the cuffed women these 

three had some slight sense as one boldly asked: 

Will any of you policemen take any of us women away from here tonight?44 

Who these women were and whether Tilly stood amongst them will never be known. These three 

women however were aware of their situation and it stands to reason that despite being locked up 

and diagnosed as being insane; they must’ve only had mild mental illnesses in order for them to be 

able to approach these men and request their help to obtain freedom (even despite the fact they 

mistook them as policemen). 
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Overall however the women’s quarters seemed to be in stark contrast to the men’s quarters which 

were printed a few weeks earlier and provided a damning description of the conditions within. 

It was noted that men of all types of mental impairment were thrown together in the one environment 

and included the elderly, alcoholics, disabled, those who suffered from epilepsy and those who only 

had mild forms of mania or delusions. These men shared their surroundings with violent, shouting, 

homicidal or suicidal men. The patients themselves were not eternally silent. They hissed, shouted, 

screamed or muttered incoherently and many of them (who hailed from other countries) would speak 

in their own languages. They had access to an exercise ground but (unlike the women’s section) this 

ground was also home to a septic tank which received all the waters and slops from the building as 

well as the water from the ground. Due to this fact it constantly overflowed. An underground drain 

leading to a large hole at the back was placed in the hope of easing the drainage but this only resulted 

in a large pool of filthy, polluted water that emanated a horrific stench.45 

Tea was held at half past four and consisted of a quarter of a cottage loaf with butter and a mug of 

tea. After tea some patients headed to the bath and wash house while others headed to the inner 

yard where, devoid of any amusement, they would simply while away the time until they went to bed. 

Once in bed, there was no promise of sleep. Many of the dormitories were filthy and were completely 

lacking in ventilation. The patients themselves were also frequently noisy throughout the night or 

would get up from bed to wander around. From the men’s quarters the author offered a glimpse of 

what the female quarters may have been like during the night when he reported that in a rare moment 

of silence “one could then hear occasional shrieks and wailing chants from the female quarters…”46 

Considering the writer’s fairly subdued article concerning the female quarters it would seem that from 

the previous quote there may have been more than what meets the eye. Perhaps he happened to visit 

on a “good” day. Or, it’s likely that the women’s quarters (being newer) were generally better than 

the men’s quarters. Better quarters however didn’t necessarily mean better treatment. Although I 

can’t say for sure whether Tilly was involved in making such noises during the night, she is however 

noted on 4 December 1901 as being “faulty in her habits, very noisy”.47 

In 1902 she was described as being incoherent, restless, idle, untidy, deluded, destructive and showing 

no change. In 1903 she was faulty in her habits and unchanged.48 

At the end of 1903 (perhaps in conjunction with Christmas time) a sports afternoon was organised for 

the patients in Fremantle Asylum. They participated in egg and spoon races, three legged races and 

walking competitions and winners received prizes which were presented by Mrs Shuffrey (the 

organiser).49 Such simple games may not seem like much but it’s easy to imagine the joy and 

excitement that would’ve been felt by the patients who were generally used to a more mundane, 

quiet life. 
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On 12 March 1904 Tilly was described as lazy, demented, deluded and very untidy. Throughout 1905 

and 1906 she seemed to calm down a little and was often referred to as being quiet. It was also noted 

several times that she had not had a violent attack. In early 1907 she was fairly quiet but in the second 

half of the year she returned to her old ways and often became violent without the slightest warning.50 

Throughout these four years and perhaps partly in response to the 1900 inquiry, patients within the 

Fremantle Asylum were regularly treated to a variety of monthly entertainments. On 31 July 1905 a 

show was put on by the inmates themselves (many of whom were dressed as minstrels) and consisted 

of singing and various recitations including a reading of ‘The Man from Snowy River’.51 A year later in 

1906 the patients were treated to a variety of music played on the gramophone as well as a magic 

lantern display.52 The Claremont Choral Society visited on 28 November 1907 and performed many 

songs which were very well received by all who attended.53 

Despite the attempts to try and make life a little more enjoyable for the patients, newspaper articles 

from these years show that Fremantle Asylum was still not without its scandals. There were many 

successful escapes; two of which occurred within a month of each other in September54 and then 

October55 1905. Suicides were often reported and, in particular, the death of James Sumpton in 

November 1906 once again highlighted the gross inadequacy of the building for housing patients with 

mental illness. During the inquest, Dr Blackall stated… 

There was not a room in the building in which it would not be possible for a patient to commit 

suicide if he wished to do so.56 

On 2 June 1908 Tilly’s time at Fremantle Asylum came to an end when she was transferred to the 

newly built (and long awaited) Claremont Hospital for the Insane.57 She was 41 years of age and she 

would now be a resident in a facility which was hoped to be the latest and best in terms of providing 

care for the mentally afflicted. This seemed to be of no consequence to Tilly however. A new home 

didn’t make her any better and in the early years the change of environment appeared to make her 

worse. 
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Between the years 1908 to 1915 it was noted that she was destructive, untidy, violent, troublesome, 

dirty in habits, tore at her clothing, did no work, noisy and troublesome, very dull and stupid, 

incoherent, quarrelsome and (as usual) showed no change.58 

By 18 September 1916 Tilly was 49 years of age and the many years spent being relatively idle within 

both the Fremantle Asylum and the Claremont Hospital for the Insane were catching up to her. As her 

metabolism slowed with age, her weight gained. This was noted rather bluntly in the records. 

Getting much fatter, violent and noisy at times, health good.59 

The entry for 1917 also noted that she was getting fat but otherwise she was in good health and was 

clean. In 1918, despite initially being noisy and troublesome, she showed no change to her mental 

state of mind, was in good physical health and was only occasionally violent.60 

It is here that the records come to an end. Tilly however remained in Claremont Asylum for the next 

16 years of her life and, in total, spent 40 years institutionalised; 14 of which were in Fremantle 

Asylum. 

Throughout that time it’s likely that she received no notice when her husband, Tom succumbed to a 

bout of pneumonia and passed away on 20 August 1919. His obituary in The Bunbury Herald & 

Blackwood Express did however state that he’d married her 33 years ago and that she survived him.61 

All of his property was split equally between his daughters, Daisy and Kitty.62 

Two months after Tom’s death, the baby daughter (Kitty) who was born early in that fateful year of 

1894 and who Tilly never had the chance to know married Charles Victor Barratt on 11 October 1919 

in Bunbury. With her father deceased and her mother still institutionalised; Kitty was given away by 

her Uncle Jack (Tilly’s brother) and was surrounded by Tilly’s siblings in the wedding photos. Tilly was 

however listed as Kitty’s mother on the wedding certificate and, interestingly, it was stated that she 

resided at Claremont.63 

Despite being locked away and restricted for most of her life Tilly managed to outlive six out of nine 

of her brothers and sisters. It was only in death however that she attained freedom. On 17 August 

1934 at age 67 Tilly passed away in the Claremont Hospital for the Insane after suffering a heart attack. 

She was buried the next day in the Anglican section of Karrakatta Cemetery. In death her records 

reflect a certain anonymity that only comes from having been locked up and cut off from society for 

so long. There were no death notices printed in the paper. A funeral notice was placed (probably by 

the Asylum) but her death certificate shows that apart from the minister, no other witnesses were in 

attendance. No headstone marks the place of her burial. The saddest and most telling evidence 

however is located on her death certificate. Her father, his occupation and her mother: unknown. 

Where she was born and how long she was in Australia: unknown. Where she was married and at 

what age: unknown. Whether she had children: unknown. The only piece of information provided is 
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the name of her husband, Thomas Crampton and that is most likely because he was the original person 

who admitted her and signed the forms.64 

Sadly, it seems as if there was simply no hope for Tilly. She lived in a world without good understanding 

of mental health and without access to medications to help ease her troubled mind. Apart from the 

singular visits by Tom and her sister in 1895 no other visitors were recorded in those early years. 

Sometimes it looks as if she was completely forgotten by her family and friends but every now and 

then scant evidence arises that shows that she was at least remembered in their minds. The evidence 

prior to 1894 from the Hurst Day Book also shows a woman bustling about to and from Bunbury, who 

gives birth to two children (Daisy and Thomas’s births were recorded in the Hurst Day Book) and who 

regularly visited her family. From this I am of the belief that Tilly was not unwell her whole entire life. 

What caused her illness however can only be speculated. Despite looking as if she had been 

completely abandoned, I pass no judgement on her family. Perhaps her (and my) relatives could see 

that she was gone and simply chose not to interact with the sick, helpless woman that she had become 

and instead decided to remember the good times they had with the sister, wife and mother she once 

was. 

 

 Matilda Maria Crampton (nee Hurst) and Thomas Crampton [c. 1887] 
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